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They swore oaths, both personal and professional. From the Plain at West Point, through the Mexican War, to
the carnage of Shiloh. They were fighting for country, for a way of life and for family. Classmates carried
more than rifles and sabers into battle. They had friendships, memories, children and wives. They had
innocence lost, promises broken and glory found. Duty, Honor, Country is history told both epic and personal
so we can understand what happened, but more importantly feel the heart-wrenching clash of duty, honor,
country and loyalty. And realize that sometimes, the people who changed history, weren't recorded by it. This
book is big, almost twice the length of my usual books, because the story demands a large scale. Our story
starts in 1840, in Benny Havens tavern, just outside post limits of the United States Military Academy. With
William Tecumseh Sherman, a classmate, a plebe, and Benny Havens' daughter coming together in a crucible
of honor and loyalty. And on post, in the West Point stables, where Ulysses S. Grant and a classmate are
preparing to saddle the Hell-Beast, a horse with which Grant would eventually set an academy record, and
both make fateful decisions that will change the course of their lives and history. The story ranges from West
Point; to a plantation in Natchez, the richest city in the United States where cotton was king; to the only
mutiny in the United States Navy; to St. Louis where Kit Carson is preparing to depart on a famous expedition
to the west with Fremont that would eventually bring California into the Union; to Mexico, where the United
States Army suffered its highest casualty rate to this day and brought most of the western United States into
the Union; to the founding of the Naval Academy; to John Brown's hanging; to the firing on Fort Sumter;
through First Bull Run; the first battle of ironclads, the Monitor and Virginia; and culminating in the epic
battle of Shiloh, where the United States had more casualties in one battle than in all previous wars combined
and the face of warfare changed forever.

