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This book is a critical study of the interaction between the Russian Church and society in the late 19th and
early 20th century. While other studies exist that draw attention to the voices in the Church typified as liberal
in the years leading up to the Revolution, this work introduces a wide range of conservative opinion that
equally strove for spiritual renewal and the spread of the Gospel. Grounded in original research conducted in
the newly accessible libraries and archives of post-Soviet Russia, this study is intended to reveal the wider
relevance of its topic to an ongoing discussion of the relationship between national or ethnic identities on the
one hand, and the self-understanding of Orthodox Christianity as a universal and transformative faith on the
other.
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